INFORMATION ABOUT MALLORCA

Mallorca is the largest of the Balearic Islands and is located in the Mediterranean Sea. It is 40 miles across (60 kms), has a population of just under 1,000,000. In November the average highest temperature is 19c, the lowest 9c and the sea temperature 17c. Average sun hours per day 5.2. rain days 9. The official language is Catalan, but most locals also speak Spanish. The currency is the euro(€). The electricity is 20V 50Hz and Mallorca is 1 hour ahead of GMT. The capital is Palma and it is a splendid tourist attraction, with its Moorish Arabian influenced architecture, spectacular seafront cathedral, tree-lined boulevards and winding cobblestone streets. Here some of the old town palaces with their decorative inner garden courtyards can be visited. There are extensive shopping areas.

Mallorca has a mild climate in the winter, hot summers, beautiful scenery, beaches and great hotels. It is one of the most popular holiday destinations in the world with about 11,000,000 visitors a year. The tourist is well catered for with a variety of quality hotels, standard, basic hotels, through to hostels and camp sites. Similarly with food, all tastes are catered for, with luxury restaurants and fast food chains, international cuisine or local specialities. It has a wide selection of sporting facilities, water sports, museums, water parks, gardens and walks, you are spoilt for choice for activities, while you are soaking up the fantastic Mallorcian sun. Its resorts vary greatly from the clubbing towns with their emphasis on youth, through to the quieter family areas. There is something for everyone on Mallorca. To the northwest of the island is the 

Tramontana mountain range, giving rise to high cliffs, contrasting with the central plains and sandy beaches on the rest of Mallorca island. There is one of the most breathtaking dream roads in Europe winding through the high mountains in the West. Hidden caves, hermitages and monasteries surprise the mountain hiker. In the East one little turquoise bathing cove surpasses the other. 30 mins from the villa there is the protected nature reserve beach 'Es Trenc'. 7 kms of golden sand. 

The airport (Son Sant Juan-code PMI), the second largest in Europe, is 10 mins from Palma and 40mins from the villa. There are extensive flights from Europe and many other world locations. 

These can be searched for on the Internet or arranged by travel agents. There are also ferries to and from the other islands, mainland Spain and France.

We have arranged for our friend Mark to transfer people to and from the airport and the villa in the evenings. Cost: 25 Euros (shared between up to 4 people).Alternatively car hire firms have offices within the airport and details and directions can be supplied.

Excursions

There will be optional excursions for guests Thursday of each week, the cost will be 25 euros per person per day (Excluding entrance fees). Our friend Klaus will be the tour guide and driver. His knowledge as a tour guide is unsurpassed. 
Details....    

Thursday 12th November

A drive through the spectacular mountains of Mallorca. Visiting Deya(Deià) and Valldemossa

"A pair of Osprey circles over the mountain peaks, down in the valley green almond tree plantations grow above the red soil, the sun burns hot and the delicious island wine runs down one's throat." 

Valldemossa a quaint old charming village in the mountains. Guests will have the opportunity to visit the famous monastery, where the composer Chopin lived the winter 1838/39. One can see the cells occupied by Chopin and Sand.  The tour of the monastery culminates in a short, Chopin piano concerto. 

Deià has been a haven for artists, musicians and writers since the early 20th century, many of them making their permanent homes in and around the Village. With the towering mountains of the 'Serra de Tramuntana' as its backdrop, the village, topped by its ancient church, sits on its hill then extends to the valley below with its system of open irrigation channels that date back to Moorish times. 

It is famous for being the home to the write Robert Graves. Guests will have the opportunity to visit his house and gardens, which have been preserved exactly as they were when he lived there. There is also a museum dedicated to his life.  
Thursday 19th November

Palma and its architecture -Palaces, patios and the beautiful cathedral. 
With its Art Nouveau, Moorish,  and Gaudi influences, the architecture of Palma is stunning. Klaus will guide you on a walking tour and show you the city he loves and knows like the back of his hand.
The photos say it all. 

Thursday 26th November
Caves of Drach and mystery tour. 

One  of the most famous tourists attraction on the island, discovered in 1896. Also home to one of the largest subterranean lakes in the world. Visitors can take a boat ride on the lake and see the beautiful limestone formations, including stalagmites protruding from the rock face and stalactites hanging down from the roof of the cave. As part of their journey underground, they are accompanied by the sound of musicians performing classical music, including compositions by Chopin, every hour on a boat.

